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The Rector writes 

Should a church be interested in its building? 

A theological reflection 

Some may argue with some plausibility that of all the world’s 

faiths, Christianity should be least concerned about buildings. 

Jesus, after all, was a peripatetic teacher and healer who 

wandered through the villages of Galilee and beyond, meeting 

outside or in people’s homes. Christian faith is based primarily 

on the teachings and practice of one who had no building and 

whose emphasis on God’s kingdom depends more on attitude 

of mind and heart.  

At some points in the gospel narratives, we find a disregard of 

buildings: for example, that moment when some disciples couldn’t access the house where Jesus was, 

so they went up the external staircase, tore up the roof, and lowered their paralysed friend down so 

that Jesus could heal him (Luke 5:17-26). No planning permission asked for there! No wonder the story 

of this healing concludes with the people filled with awe, glorifying God, and saying, “We have seen 

strange things today.” Imagine the uproar at Emmanuel if the roof were tampered with! 

The attitude of Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem is also significant: his teaching progressively points to 

his body being the new temple of God, the place where the presence of God is to be found. St John’s 

recounts Jesus overturning the tables in the temple courtyard (no huge respect for furnishings here!) 

at the beginning of his ministry. Jesus is challenged to give a sign to demonstrate under what authority 

he is acting. He answers: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:13-21). Those 

listening were incredulous and said: “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and 

will you raise it up in three days?” And the evangelist comments: “But he was speaking about the 

temple of his body.” 

These are indeed important observations and 

considerations when we come to consider the 

reimagining of sacred space at Emmanuel. It is 

important that nothing detracts from sharing and being 

the living body of Christ today.  

Emmanuel is linked deeply to Jesus’ action in the 

temple: on the outside wall to the right of the main door, 

the words of Isaiah 56:7 are found in large letters: “My 

house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 

It is worth pondering what does it mean to follow Jesus 

in this regard? Should we exercise freedom in recreating 

things so that they more truly reflect the things of God? 

Emmanuel Star 
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While it is true that Jesus exercised a healing and teaching ministry that moved from place to place, 

met in people’s houses and in the open air, there are moments in that ministry when consideration is 

given as to how the space where people are gathered is to be organized to maximize their access to 

Jesus. The incident where the crowds were pressing on Jesus by the shore of the lake is a case in point. 

Here Jesus chooses to sit in a boat a little way from the shore and to teach the people from there (Luke 

5:1-3). His voice would carry over the water and the problem of people pressing against him is solved. 

Thought has been given so that Jesus can be both heard and seen. 

Likewise with the feeding of the 5,000. Here everyone is in an open space. The miraculous feeding is 

to take place in an orderly way: “Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal 

of grass in the place; so they sat down about five thousand in all” (John 6:10). Scholars have sometimes 

wondered why the evangelist mentioned the detail of the grass. For me, the answer is simple: the grass 

provides a kind of cushion for those sitting. Being fed by Jesus is not to be a physically uncomfortable 

experience! The emphasis on order is a detail not to be ignored. It should feature both in the layout 

and nature of the furnishings and in the conduct of the Holy Eucharist. 

Important too is the Upper Room chosen for the Last Supper. Jesus takes considerable care in 

instructing some disciples to go on ahead of him into Jerusalem to find exactly the right room and to 

ensure that all preparations are in place so that the Passover meal can be celebrated there: “Listen, 

when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house 

he enters and say to the owner of the house, “The teacher asks you, ‘Where is the guest room, where I 

may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ “He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. 

Make preparations for us there’ (Luke 22:7-13).  

None of us knows exactly how the Upper Room was furnished. We are informed that “when the hour 

came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him” (Luke 22:14). However, if we were 

asked to draw the Last Supper, it is likely that we will follow the depictions of the Last Supper of 

Leonardo da Vinci and of the beautiful 

reredos wood carving at Emmanuel of a long 

oblong table with Jesus in the center and the 

disciples reclined around it. This image, 

carved into our imaginations, carries the 

important truth of being gathered around 

our Lord with all the disciples gathered at 

the table and each being within reasonable 

proximity of Jesus.  

For a church reexamining and reimagining its sacred space, this short theological reflection provides 

some guidance. First, it is vital that church life is not dominated by having its whole life consumed by 

the pros and cons of a reordering scheme. Emmanuel’s Vestry has taken great care to give considerable 

time to other matters as is demonstrated in the report of the Vestry Secretary, Bob White. The 

outworking of Christian faith is our primary concern. Secondly, we recognize that there is a freedom 

in the ministry of Jesus that aims to put God at the center and to remove anything that detracts from 

this. So if the layout of church is getting in the way, then there is not only permission but a God-given 

imperative to change things so that people can focus on God more easily and clearly. Thirdly, despite 

the peripatetic nature of his ministry, Jesus gave thought to enabling people to see and hear him and 

to have access to him. There is a sense of order and comfort given physically so that people can benefit 

spiritually. Encountering Jesus is a holistic experience for body, mind, and soul. 

Change is challenging. Much comfort is given in a layout of a church that is essentially the same as it 

was a hundred and forty years ago particularly in a world of constant and rapid change. But it is 

important to note that a church is not a museum. The church’s call is to enable us all to follow Christ 
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and Christ was a great initiator of change and disruption – all for the purpose of releasing the spirit of 

the living God into the lives of those around him. It is true to say that Christianity in its pursuit of truth 

calls people to embrace change in order to be faithful to that truth. As the composer Gustav Mahler, a 

person of deep religious faith, wrote: “Tradition ist die Weitergabe des Feuers und nicht die Anbetung der 

Asche” – “Tradition is about passing on the flame, not worshipping the ashes.” 

― Michael Rusk

Emmanuel reimagining: what is happening?

These summer months have been a time of 

quiet reflection concerning the proposed 

reimagining of the sacred space at Emmanuel. 

In the late spring, the architect, Bill Bouldin, 

gave a presentation that highlighted some of 

the issues that a reimagining scheme might 

resolve. Following this, a questionnaire was 

sent out and 14 parishioners responded, some 

with additional insights. There was also a 

parish gathering at which parishioners had an 

opportunity to express their views. 

So where do we go from here? The chart below 

is collated from responses to one of the 

questions in the questionnaire and indicates 

how Emmanuel parishioners would like their 

church to be: 

Compared to how parishioners find the 

physical space in church now, there are some 

interesting trends. There is an aspiration for 

greater serenity and beauty. There is also a 

hope that the church building might inspire 

more awe. There is a desire for greater 

inclusivity and the removal of anything that 

reinforces hierarchy and rigidity. Accessibility 

is considered of importance and a majority of 

respondents want a worship space that is 

orderly and flexible.  

It could be argued that the respondents 

represent only a small number of Emmanuel 

parishioners. This is true but it is also true that 

all parishioners who receive the Emmanuel 

Weekly Epistle had an opportunity to respond to 

the questionnaire. It is reasonable to assume 

that the insights given here are representative. 

It is what the Vestry has been given to work on. 

It is hoped to have more consultation and 

opportunities will be given for this.  

Perhaps a good place to start is the desire that 

the church should be uncluttered. The question 

that we need to ask ourselves is whether this 

clutter is something that can be tidied away or 

if there is a deeper issue – namely that there is 

just too much furniture in the church? The 

answer, I suspect, is the latter: where there is 

too much furniture, things get stacked up and 

moved around any old way. Approximately 

80% of Emmanuel is filled with pews. Even 

those who are keen supporters of retaining the 

pews need to consider whether all these seats 
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are needed. To have 60% of the space, for 

example, for seating would make quite a 

difference. 

The impression of clutter affects two of the 

most important pieces of the furniture in 

church – the font and the pulpit. Together with 

the Holy Table/Altar and lectern these are the 

essential pieces of furniture that a church 

needs. 

As regards the font, the present font at 

Emmanuel is a thing of beauty: designed by Bill 

Bouldin, the marble basin is hewn from the 

same quarry that Michelangelo used for his 

sculptures. The Episcopal Church places great 

emphasis on the importance of baptism. 

Baptism is the pathway into new life in Christ; 

it is what makes us children of God, washing 

away all that might separate us from God and 

filling us with the power of God’s Spirit and the 

hope of eternal life in the Belovèd. Traditionally 

the font is found at the entrance of a church; it 

should be clearly visible as a sign of new life in 

Christ and as an invitation to all who cross the 

threshold to find this new life by giving 

themselves to Christ. The question for 

Emmanuel is how we might give the font a 

permanent and honored place at the church’s 

entrance? What is needed to create the space 

and what might be needed to ensure that it is 

kept in a permanent position? This is a question 

which the Reimagining Commission will be 

tackling soon.  

Likewise, there is the issue of the lectern and 

pulpit. The lectern is the place where the Word 

of God in Scripture is read. Some of you have 

fond memories of the wooden eagle lectern on 

which a large and open bible rested. 

Unfortunately, this got damaged through being 

moved around by other users of the church. As 

a temporary measure, a plain reading desk was 

moved down from the Grande Salle – this was 

4 years ago! The pulpit is where the Word of 

God is explained and proclaimed through 

sermons and talks. Both lectern and pulpit need 

to be positioned so that the reader and preacher 

are visible. The speaker’s voice needs to be 

amplified. Visibility may require a higher 

elevation. The question for Emmanuel is 

whether both a lectern and pulpit are required 

or if there could be one piece of church 

furniture from which the scriptures could be 

read and the sermon preached. Such a piece of 

ecclesiastical furniture is called an ambo – 

which in Greek means both. An ambo with an 

elegant microphone stand could meet all that is 

needed in the effective delivery of the Word of 

God and would reduce the feeling of clutter – 

the pulpit being a very large piece of furniture. 

This, also, is a question that the Reimagining 

Commission will be addressing in the coming 

months.  

As regards the Holy Table/Altar this should be 

positioned and designed so that this is where 

you are drawn into the mystery of God both 

visually and spiritually. The Holy Table at 

Emmanuel is positioned at the far end of the 

church from the entrance. From the church’s 

foundation in 1877, the Holy Table would have 

been positioned right up against the wall itself. 

The priest would have celebrated the Holy 

Communion either kneeling to one side or 

standing in front of it, representing the people 

before God. The aim was to create a sense of 

awe and to make the worshipper aware of the 

great gulf between God and humanity. Given 

the size of the ecclesiastical furniture, it is 

evident that the pulpit was regarded as the 

primary focus. Holy Communion would have 

been celebrated once a month. Thinking about 
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the place of the Holy Eucharist as the principal 

service of Christian worship emerged after the 

publication of the Book of Common Prayer in 

1979. By this point, the Holy Table had been 

moved forward and the President of the 

Eucharist would stand behind the altar to 

create an experience of the people of God 

gathered around the table of the Lord. At 

Emmanuel a pattern emerged of parishioners 

coming forward and standing in a semi-circle 

to receive Communion. This would have 

replaced the earlier practice of kneeling at an 

altar rail. In recent months when the choir is in 

recess, the Holy Table has been moved further 

forward to be closer to the people. The semi-

circle has become a full circle. 

The aim of any changes as regards the Holy 

Table and its positioning would be to build on 

this understanding of being the people of God 

gathered around Word and Sacrament. The 

present position of the Holy Table has some 

advantages: it is below the Christ window; it is 

clearly visible as one enters the church; there is 

a beautiful carved reredos of the Last Supper 

immediately behind it where flowers and 

candle sticks are also placed. There is a small 

shelf on which the Eucharistic vessels can be 

placed and there is the aumbry safe where the 

reserved sacrament is kept. Many of you may 

not know that the various altar frontals of 

white, red, and purple are cunningly hidden 

inside the altar. For a church where space is at 

a premium, this is both ingenuous and helpful. 

A very ecclesiastical decluttering! On the other 

hand, there are some disadvantages with the 

Holy Table being where it is. First it is there 

based on a previous understanding of God 

where distance and remoteness are 

emphasized. How can we create a church 

which captures the inclusive, welcoming 

invitation of God to all God’s people so that 

they can gather round for the Lord’s meal? 

Secondly, the altar in its present position at 

Emmanuel is dwarfed by the organ. This is 

most unfortunate and theologically suspect. It 

should be the Holy Table/Altar that our eyes 

should alight upon when we enter church. 

How might we achieve this? Thirdly, the Holy 

Table is inaccessible for some as the bema or 

platform is quite high and challenging for those 

with mobility issues. And fourthly, by 

concentrating everything in 15% of the church’s 

space, we find the clergy, choir, and those 

receiving Communion all crammed in together. 

This is no longer advisable in a living-with-

Covid world. 

 It is these complex range of questions that the 

Reimagining Commission needs to address. It 

is intended for this Commission to meet – 

perhaps intensively - over August and early 

September and then to bring proposals to 

Vestry. The Vestry will consider the proposals 

and may ask for further work. There will be 

more consultation and it is intended that 

everyone can be given an opportunity to reflect 

on whatever is proposed.  

Please continue to share your thoughts and 

ideas concerning the proposed reordering and 

please pray for the Reimagining Commission 

and the Vestry as they continue their 

deliberations. 

A Collect on the Anniversary of the Dedication 

of a Church: 

Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate the 

dedication of this house of prayer: We give thanks 

for the fellowship of those who have worshiped in 

this place, and we pray that all who seek you here 

may find you, and be filled with your joy and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Book of Common Prayer, pp.254-5. 

― Michael Rusk 
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Reimagining – The church that flipped 180 degrees 

My childhood church overlooks Lake Superior. 

St. Andrew’s By-the-Lake, in Duluth, 

Minnesota, is on a spit of land called Park Point; 

according to legend (and a blurry, very old 

black-and-white photo), the church building 

was assembled elsewhere and then towed 

across the thick Lake Superior ice from the 

mainland. It’s stood proudly on the shores of 

the great inland sea ever since. 

It's protected from waves by a battalion of 

dunes; unlike the sand, blown this way and that 

by Lake Superior’s gales, the church itself has 

remained solid. It has weathered many a storm 

in its more-than-one-hundred-year history, and 

has remained steadfast and unchanged.  

Well, pretty much. 

*** 

When I was growing up, the sanctuary faced 

the lake. The big double doors, painted 

Episcopal red, faced the road welcomingly. 

They opened into the nave (we didn’t have a 

narthex) and brought congregants right into the 

sanctuary. Or at least that was the idea… 

usually, we’d all come in through the side 

entrance off the parking lot, because the main 

doors were too far away.  

We’d take our seats on Sunday morning, 

listening to the organ swell, and then stand as 

the acolytes, choir, and priest processed in, 

turned 90 degrees, turned 90 degrees again, and 

then approached the altar.  

After church, we would file single-file to the 

Parish Hall. The Parish Hall had not been 

towed across the ice; it had been added much 

later, as had the tiny, dark hallway – wide 

enough for only one person at a time – that had 

been carved out as an afterthought to provide 

access to coffee hour without forcing us all back 

outside into the frigid Minnesota morning.  

They weren’t great logistics, but they were our 

logistics (and the logistics of the generations 

that had come before us), and no one thought 

to question them. 

*** 

But – even in one-hundred-plus-year-old 

Episcopal churches – things change. In 2008, 

after my family and I had moved away, Saint 

Andrew’s by-the-Lake reimagined their space 

and did a complete 180°. The sanctuary was 

flipped from front to back, away from the lake, 

but toward the community. Admittedly, there 

were a few grumbles on a few Sunday 

mornings when, due to construction, services 

were held in the Parish Hall, but other than 

that, the switch went smoothly.  

I must confess, the first time I went back, I was 

wary. This was my St. Andrew’s, and they had 

changed it. How would it look? How would it 

feel? Was my childhood church – in the form 

and orientation that I remembered it – gone 

forever? 

Answer: Absolutely not.  

The entire back was opened up; no more tiny 

little hallway. Visitors coming in from the 

parking lot door found themselves in the right 

place, and the traffic flow was much more 

natural. Processions proceeded smoothly, 

uninterrupted by sharp turns, and the liturgical 

logistics were simplified. Everything just 

seemed to work.   

I’ve been back since then, and while my 

memories will always play out in the original 

floorplan, I can’t say I miss it. That steadfast 

little church, towed across the ice a century 

before, has changed a lot… but it still feels just 

like I remember it. 

― Megan Meyer
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Rebooting Emmanuel's women's ministry

From well before the time that I first attended 

Emmanuel Church in 1987, there has been some 

form of ministry for women. I remember 

weekday coffee morning meetings with 

speakers which were unfortunately not 

convenient for women with work outside the 

home, or for those with young children. At least 

since 2004 and continuing until 2017, groups of 

Emmanuel women have also organized retreats 

of varying lengths, several times under the 

leadership of Rev. Clair Ullman, a priest in our 

Convocation. As restrictions due to the Covid 

pandemic began easing last autumn and Rev. 

Clair was also expected at Emmanuel for the 

funeral of past Rector, Jerry Moser, she offered 

several hours of her visit to Geneva for a mini 

“women's retreat” in our Emmanuel sanctuary.  

Clair blessed and encouraged us to continue to 

meet together on a regular basis. Thus, new 

seeds were planted for our latest resurrection of 

an Emmanuel ministry for women. We still 

don't have a chosen name for our group.  Rev. 

Michael refers to us as the Women's Retreat, 

others suggest Women's Fellowship. There 

have been fun chat brainstorms of other titles 

amongst some of us. An important task at our 

next meeting will be for the members to 

formalize our name.  

 

DISRUPTION 

(A journey during the time of the Plague) 

by Helen Lom 

Disruption invaded us, drastically, unexpectedly. 

Disruption soon turned into isolation. 

Isolation led to desperation. 

Desperation ended in exhaustion. 

Exhaustion brought silence. 

Silence delivered peace. 

With no one to talk to, I started talking to myself. 

Through my self-conversations, I resurrected dreams I had laid to rest. 

I grew in self-awareness and self-esteem. 

New talents and joys revealed themselves. 

Inspiration came to me, without my knowing why or from where. 

Here I stand today, in gratitude for what I have, in disregard of what I have not. 

Doing anything else would be a waste of time. 

And limitless time is something none of us can claim. 

 

(Revised July 2022) 
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A challenge of rebooting a ministry that could 

have multiple aims and functions has been to 

form a leadership, establish meeting norms, 

and define our aspirations and focus. In an 

initial Zoom meeting after Rev. Clair's 

challenge, we distilled the following 

aspirations. Choosing to have rotating 

leadership, even these aspirations are quite 

fluid and are being refined as we deepen our 

connections with each other.   

Sharing experiences, hopes, fears and living our 

Christian lives in confidence.  

Building Community is our focus. We aim to 

listen deeply and thus learn to know and better 

love each other.    

Doing things creatively together and getting into 

nature are important in addition to shared 

worship, prayer and topic discussions.  

We would like to explore mystical and intuitive 

aspects of our faith.  

We would like to rotate leadership and program 

planning, working in pairs. 

From that first meeting with Rev. Clair in 

September, 2021, there have been four 

subsequent gatherings.  As we learn to live with 

Covid and evolve into a congregation with 

long-distance members, a hybrid format is our 

choice for most gatherings.  For now, we gather 

on Saturday afternoons in the Emmanuel 

sanctuary as that is the most central and 

accessible venue for our widely spread 

community. Hopefully it is also the most 

inclusive for us all.  

A few of us had prior Convocation training that 

has proven very broadening for our meeting 

format. Kaleidescope Bible Reading is the name for 

beginning all gatherings with scripture and an 

opportunity for each participant to reflect on 

the word or phrase in the text that most speaks 

to her at that moment. Mutual Invitation is 

another title for a method of assuring that each 

participant is offered her opportunity to speak 

or pass during discussion. As we have 

incorporated these into our gathering sessions 

we have made wonderful discoveries of the 

abundance in our differences. By rotating 

leadership roles, we hope to encourage greater 

engagement from each participant and avoid 

overloading those who step up as the usual or 

expected leaders. Thinking of scripture and the 

stories of Jesus's dear friends, we aspire to 

develop both our inner Mary and Martha sides!   

There are definite challenges in both the 

fluidity of our aspirations and intentions and 

especially the rotation of leadership. We 

however are pleased at this point to have had 

six women step up to be co-leaders of meetings 

focused on “Our Spiritual Lives, what are our 

practices, what do we want to explore 

further?”; “Guidance, Who has influenced our 

spiritual lives, who do we influence?”; and “Art 

as it Reflects Scripture and Faith”. We have set 

the dates for autumn meetings on Saturdays 

October 1 and December 3. Themes and 

leaders on those dates are being determined.  

As a proverb from Agnes’ culture says: Women 

are the ones who build a village.  

Emmanuel Women: 

Come and see. 

Come and listen and share. 

Come and pray. 

Come and bring your ideas and desires for 

faith topics you would like to explore. 

― Faithfully submitted, Debbie 
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Benefit concert for Ukraine

With the crisis in Ukraine and the thousands of 

refugees, everyone wondered: What can we 

do?  Shauna Beesley our Music Director, with 

strong support from Richard Cole, knew 

exactly what to do: organize a concert for the 

benefit of Médecins Sans Frontières in Ukraine.  

Thus, on Saturday, 4 June, people from all over 

Geneva gathered at Emmanuel, and a host of 

others tuned in then or later online, to hear an 

outstanding concert of music, all either 

composed or arranged by Shauna. The concert 

opened with the world premiere of an 

arrangement of Schumann’s Dichterliebe for 

string quintet, sung by Richard. This took the 

rich piano harmonies of Schumann and spread 

them across violin, viola, two cellos and double 

bass – all played by skilled string players. This 

was followed by a song cycle, Westminster 

Drolleries, beautifully sung by Nicola Hollyman 

and accompanied by Todd Camburn. The 

finale was the world premiere of an exuberant 

Violin Sonata written very much in the form of 

a traditional sonata but to the musical rhythms 

of Latin America, magnificently performed by 

Julien Lapeyre (violin) and the composer, 

Shauna, playing the piano. 

Before the concert, a short presentation by Marc 

Joly, the Director Communication and 

Fundraising for Médecins Sans Frontières 

(Switzerland), explained MSF’s many projects, 

and a moving talk by Slava (brother of our 

parishioner Nadiya) about conditions in his 

homeland, and his hometown Mykolaiv. 

Over CHF 2’000 was collected the night of the 

concert, with another 2’000 sent in by people 

from all over the world, for a total of 4’200, all 

of which is being sent to MSF-Ukraine. The 

costs of the concert were partially offset by a 

grant from the Convocation of Episcopal 

Churches in Europe with the remainder 

covered by Emmanuel’s music fund. A large 

thank you goes to all those who contributed so 

generously for the cause – and for the privilege 

of hearing such a wonderful concert. 

Those present at the concert were then treated 

(as if the concert were not enough) to an 

extraordinary feast of Ukrainian foods cooked 

by the local Ukrainian community. 

An even larger thank you goes to Shauna for 

the initiative and compositions, to those who 

helped her make it happen, and to all the 

performers. A special thanks to Zoe Comai 

(video operator), Andrew Close (program), 

Miranda Wilson (online ticketing) Peter and 

Pamela Cloutier (ushers). 

Certainly a red letter day of the year. 

― Helena Mbele-Mbong 
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Outreach

The Outreach Commission’s Mission statement 

begins “We at Emmanuel Church are part of the 

gathered people of God committed to 

continuing the work of Jesus Christ in assisting 

those in need in our community and in the 

world”. 

The work consists mainly of making grants 

from a budget established annually by the 

Vestry and from fund-raising activities 

undertaken by the parish. This year the budget 

from the Vestry is CHF 13,500, comprising CHF 

500 for Geneva-based projects (such as 

Christmas gifts), CHF 6,000 for Jardin de 

Montbrillant, and CHF 7,000 for other projects. 

The Commission has been blessed this year by 

a wonderful gift of CHF 6,000 from an 

anonymous donor, to whom we extend our 

deep thanks. 

The principal local activity is the Jardin de 

Montbrillant, where Emmanuel supplies, 

prepares and serves meals for local hungry 

people on one Saturday in every month. It is a 

great joy that these have been resumed after 

having to be very restricted during the 

pandemic. We thank Jaffee Zhu for his amazing 

skills in cooking for huge numbers, and Torsten 

Bartsch for leading the volunteers who prepare 

food and serve. 

The other main local activity, Cafê Care, which, 

over many years, offered food and fellowship 

to women and children living in the Cœur des 

Grottes, has now ceased, and so the 

Commission is actively engaged in researching 

what we can offer in the immediate local area, 

which has many needs. Possibilities are a group 

for single parents, and English conversation 

lessons. 

Outside Switzerland, grants continue to be 

made to projects known to parishioners, 

including Lalgadh Leprosy Hospital in Nepal, 

International Peace Initiatives in Kenya and 

Hôpital St. John-Paul II, Bossemptélé, Central 

African Republic. The Commission is also 

supporting the training of a priest in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. Parishioners 

are warmly encouraged to propose suitable 

donees. 

The commission is also planning a concert in 

early October to raise further funds for 

organisations outside Switzerland, some of 

which are finding it difficult to maintain 

donations as a result of the pandemic and now 

the war in Ukraine. 

The invasion of Ukraine, and the subsequent 

influx of refugees to Switzerland has naturally 

had a significant impact on the work of the 

Outreach commission. There have been two 

major immediate initiatives. 

Shauna Beesly and Richard Cole organised an 

exceptional concert on 4 June in aid of Medecins 

sans Frontières’ work in Ukraine. The concert 

raised CHF 4,200. The concert was 

of outstanding quality, and was 

followed by a buffet of Ukrainian 

food prepared by Ukrainians in 

Geneva.  

The other major activity to support 

Ukrainians recently arrived in 

Geneva is the Welcome Centre 

which operates in Emmanuel 

Parish rooms on Wednesdays 

between 10am and 14pm. 

Organised by Slava Vyache, a 

recent refugee and brother of Emmanuel 

parishioner Nadia Dzyubynska, this offer is 

developing into a valuable resource for 

information and fellowship. 

Ready to serve at Jardin de Montbrillant 
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The Commission welcomes ideas and 

participation from all members of the parish. 

The current members of Outreach are: 

Vicky Maltby (Chair) 

Bob White (Secretary) 

Tosin Adyesana 

Torsten Bartsch 

Roxanna Dunnette 

Debby Groby 

Sam Hammond 

China Irwin 

Helena Mbele-Mbong 

Robinah Najjemba 

Michael Rusk, Rector 

Huub Spierings 

Imelda Spierings 

Joyce Useku 

Our magnificent former chair, Ann Goslin, who 

has moved to Philadelphia, continues to give us 

valuable support. 

― Vicky Maltby 

 

Work of the Emmanuel Vestry since the AGM in March 2022

Appointments of Senior Warden and 
other officers 

During the Annual General Meeting, the 

outgoing members of Vestry were thanked for 

their service: Bonnie Christen, Andrew Close, 

Debbie, Samuel Mbele-Mbong, and Cyrus 

Gunalan Veloo and the following candidates 

were elected: Duncan Campbell, Rosalind 

Cutler, Brad Dewey, Megan Preston Meyer, 

and Bob White. The first Vestry following the 

AGM designated officers. The Vestry members 

are now: 

Sroda Bédarida, Senior Warden (appointed by 

the Rector), and Member of the Board 

Lesley Lawson Botez 

Duncan Campbell, Assistant Senior Warden 

Rosalind Cutler 

Brad Dewey, Assistant Junior Warden 

André Dinbergs, Treasurer and Member of the 

Board 

Romain Lautel 

Vicky Maltby 

Megan Preston Meyer 

Robinah Najjemba 

Evelyne Römer, Junior/People’s Warden and 

Member of the Board 

Robert White, Secretary 

The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole, ex officio 

The Rev. Michael Rusk, Member of the Board 

In Switzerland, Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

operates under the auspices of a Foundation 

which was set up in December 1924. La 

Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel has four 

members who are elected annually by the 

Vestry. The Vestry operates a policy of 

appointing - the Rector as President, the Senior 

Warden (Sroda Bédarida); the Junior Warden 

(Evelyne Römer); and the Treasurer (André 

Dinbergs). The Board of the Foundation has 

responsibility for the whole of the Foundation -   

Emmanuel Episcopal Church and the Library 

in English. Only Members of the Board have 

signatory powers - two must sign off any 

transaction. The Board can make no decisions 

unless authorized by the Vestry. The Vestry, 

however, may delegate decision-making power 

to the Board and this happens particularly in 

the holiday season. In practice, the Board of the 

Foundation operates as a Standing Committee 

to the Vestry. 

Establishment of the 
Ukrainian Welcome Center 

Thanks to efforts by Vicky Maltby, Chair of the 

Outreach Commission, and the Rector, in May 

the Vestry agreed on the establishment of the 

Ukrainian Welcome Center, providing a 

meeting space and coffee, tea and biscuits to 

Ukrainian and other refugees. An initial 

amount of CHF 5,000 was allocated to meet 

technical and IT requirements. The Vestry also 

approved the appointment of Slava Vyache as 

Director for a three-month trial period. 

Discussions of "Reordering/reimagining 
of the church 

Bill Bouldin, architect and member of the 

Emmanuel Commission on the reordering of 
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the church, provided an informative summary 

to the Vestry in April. He later gave a similar 

presentation to the congregation, and a 

questionnaire was distributed and completed 

by 13 members of the congregation. The 

Commission will reconvene in September to 

discuss all aspects of the reordering. 

June concert 

In June a concert was held at Emmanuel for the 

benefit of Ukraine, with funds going to MSF 

Ukraine. The outstanding concert comprised 

original music by Shauna Beesley, including 

the premier of a superb violin concerto. The 

concert and the subsequent Ukrainian buffet 

were a success, raising over CHF 4,000. 

Emmanuel’s 150th Anniversary celebrations  

In anticipation of the 150th Anniversary 

commemoration of Emmanuel in 2023, 

Commissions on Events and Emmanuel 

History, and a special fundraising campaign 

are to be established. The Vestry discussed 

several possible initiatives for the celebrations, 

which will be further elaborated in coming 

months. 

Emmanuel Commissions 

The Vestry confirmed the following 

Commissions at Emmanuel: 

Inreach: an informal Commission headed by 

Deacon Richard Cole, Bonnie Christen, and 

Debbie Groby. 

Outreach: Chair and Vestry liaison: Vicky Maltby; 

Secretary: Bob White. Members are Tosin 

Adesanya, Torsten Bartsch, Roxana Dunnette, 

Debbie Groby, Sam Hammond, China Irwin, 

Helena Mbele-Mbong, Robinah Najjemba, 

Joyce Oseku, Huub & Imelda Spierings, Rector. 

Investments: Vestry liaison: Lesley Lawson Botez. 

Members are Torsten Bartsch, Chris Brun, 

André Dinbergs, Charles-Henri de Marignac, 

Cyrus Veloo, Rector. 

Finance: Vestry liaison: Brad Dewey. Members 

are André Dinbergs, Patrice Huguenin, Helena 

Mbele-Mbong, Cyrus Veloo, Rector. 

Stewardship: Vestry liaison: Duncan Campbell. 

Members are Brad Dewey, Agnes Kalinga-

Maye, Miranda Wilson, Rector.  

Welcoming/Membership: Vestry liaison: Sroda 

Bédarida. Members are Marylynn Geiger, 

Christine Housel, Miranda Wilson, Rector. 

Buildings & Grounds: Vestry liaison: Evelyne 

Römer. Members are Bill Bouldin, André 

Dinbergs, John Marden, Rector. (To meet only 

if necessary, as most plans are already before 

the Vestry directly from Bill Bouldin.) 

Reimagining Sacred Space: Vestry liaison: 

Evelyne Römer. Members are Shauna Beesley, 

Bill Bouldin, Bonnie Christen, Richard Cole, 

Debbie Groby, Helena Mbele-Mbong, Rector.  

Communications and administration: Vestry 

liaison: Megan Preston Meyer. Members are 

Helena Mbele-Mbong, Laurentiu Stehan, 

Miranda Wilson, Rector. For IT matters, in 

addition to Laurentiu Stehan, Andrew Close, 

David Pittuck, Innocent Urassa, and Noel 

Urassa.  

150th Anniversary Commissions: 
- Events:  Sroda Bédarida, Lesley Lawson 

Botez, Ros Cutler 

- Emmanuel History 2000–2022: Duncan 

Campbell, Richard Cole, Helena Mbele-

Mbong, Bob White 

- 150th Anniversary Fundraising: Duncan 

Campbell and Brad Dewey. 

Worship Commission: Vestry liaison Megan 

Preston Meyer. Deacon Richard, Shauna 

Beesley (for music), Patty Solomon, Rector. 

Music Working Group: Shauna Beesley, Andrew 

Close and Mary Flannery. 

Vestry priorities 

The Vestry agreed in its Away Day in May to 

develop "Vestry priorities", in further 

promoting the spiritual health of the church. 

This activity is underway and will be 

completed in September. 
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New Communications Officer 

During this period, the Permis L for Miranda 

Wilson, a member of the Young Adult Service 

Corps of The Episcopal Church who joined us 

at the beginning of the year, was approved. 

Miranda has been performing various 

administrative and other activities for 

Emmanuel. 

Infrastructural improvements 

Agreement on various infrastructural 

improvements to Emmanuel. 

- Re-wiring of the Grande and Petites Salles, 

including a new monitor. 

- Monitor and fixings for the Lower Room. 

- Repair, cleaning and painting of window 

wells and removal of graffiti on Rue de 

Monthoux wall. 

- Glass repair (missing and broken panes). 

- Replacement of the refrigerator in the 

kitchen. 

- Purchase of a new industrial grade 

dishwasher (agreed by a previous Vestry). 

- Repointing of the wall on the library side 

and re-roofing of the leaking balcony roof. 

- Alteration of the main doors on the Rue de 

Monthoux entrance. 

- Payment to architect (Bill Bouldin) for his 

work on an application to Fonds Helios, 

structural engineers and permits, relating to 

a new lift to the Grande Salle. 

Guilia Bondoli – Refugee ministries 

The Rector has been in communication with 

Guilia Bondoli, Director of the Joel Nafuma 

Refugee Center at St. Paul’s Within the Walls 

Episcopal Church in Rome, and newly 

appointed Director of Refugee Ministries for 

the Convocation. Michael will visit the Refugee 

Center in September, and plans are underway 

for her to visit Geneva in the future. 

― Bob White, Secretary

 

 

Fences cannot separate us.  Helen Lom 
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Testimonials at Confirmation 

Emmanuelites were able to show their support for our confirmands and hear their very thoughtful 

testimonials at the Service of Baptism and Conversation, presided over by The Rt. Rev. Mark 

Edington, on 24 April.  It was a joy to have Bishop Mark with us again and to share in the baptism of 

Elora Oluwatosin Adebola Adesanya and Lukhanyo Awongwa Peter, and the confirmation of 

Nsaliwe Maye, Carlos Daniel Turcios Mendoza, Kelan John Moore, Nicole Marie Moore, Lukhanyo 

Awongwa Peter, Lathi-tha Awonke Peter, Elora Oluwatosin Adebola Adesanya, Romain Lautel, Erin 

Lederrey, and Véronique Lambelet (from All Saints, Vevey). 

Each confirmand read a testimony which showed deep thought, commitment, and faith. They are 

well worth reading (again) and reflecting on. 

Tosin 

1 Peter 1: 18-19   

For you know that it was not with perishable things such 

as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty 

way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but 

with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish 

or defect.  

Lamentations 3: 22-24 

Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not consumed, 

    for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

Pondering how deeply Jesus loves me and the way 

I loved him at first brought me to a point in May 

2017 where I prayed for the grace to stop going 

through the motions without any real desire for 

intimacy with Jesus. Prior to that time, I felt that all 

my hard work earned me God's favour such that I 

lost sight of Jesus. I prayed for God to forgive me, to 

grow my need for him, to reawaken the love I once 

had, and to revive me in his grace. And he did! The 

next two years following the heartfelt prayer 

ushered in drastic changes, all of which led to the 

decision to re-dedicate my life to God. I decided to 

enroll in the confirmation class at New Era Anglican 

Church in Lagos in February 2020, however the class 

was suspended indefinitely due to the pandemic. I 

am grateful to God for the discussions during the 

confirmation class and for the grace to finally 

accomplish this goal in April 2022.  

Lukhanyo 

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus. 

To me, this moment is a milestone in my Christian 

journey of faith and in the process of upholding 

Christian values. I see it as part of growth of 

discovering who I am as a Christian and I’ll keep 

going on this path having accepted God as my 

saviour and will continue to practice, and building 

on my faith, doing what I can to display my values 

as Christian. 

Nsaliwe 

Psalm 119:110  

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

When I started Sunday school my mom was always 

next to me holding my hand and helping me learn 

about the Bible. But now I have to walk on my own. 

From now on, I will have to do it by myself. I know 

that if I ever get lost, I can always ask for guidance 

from my mom, God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit 

through prayer and the church. 

Carlos 

Pour moi, la confirmation n'est pas une simple 

confirmation du baptême. 

C'est la confirmation que l'on croit en Dieu, que l'on 

aime Dieu et qu'on va suivre dans son chemin. C'est 

aussi une confirmation de la parole de Dieu. 

Lathi-tha 

Psalm 23: vs 1-4:  

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie 

down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 

he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths 

for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your 

rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

This moment is important to me as it marks a 

process of building up my faith in the Lord. I also 

get a chance of discovering who I am as a Christian. 



August 2022 Emmanuel Star Page 15 

In addition, this is a path I am willing to take as I 

know that I will not be alone with the support of the 

church, my family, and the Lord. 

Kelan 

Psalm 119:105  

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light upon my 

path.   

This verse reveals a truth: to live like a Christian is 

to live like Christ, who lived out God’s teachings 

perfectly. And so I hope after confirmation I too can 

use the Bible to understand God's lessons.  

Nicole 

Matthew 17:20   

“Truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 

there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible 

for you.”  

You can do anything you want when you have trust 

in God. Jesus uses the mustard seed to show the 

kind of faith we need. My faith can grow into so 

much more. Confirmation means I can continuously 

live as a Christian and being with God allows me to 

do anything, even with the smallest amount of faith. 

Erin 

Romans 12:1-2 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 

may discern what is the will of God, -- what is good and 

acceptable and perfect.  

Theses verses from chapter 12 of Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans, have always accompanied me since my 

baptism.   

 It was 10 years ago since I was fully immersed in 

Geneva’s lake at the Perle du Lac. At the time it was 

the coming out of my life. My biggest issue was to 

integrate a scientific/hacker shaped mind, with the 

Christian faith. For me to acknowledge that being a 

believer doesn’t conflict with a rigorous mind. At 

the time, I recognized that it was my path, even if I 

wasn’t completely ok with the whole trinity, I went 

with my little faith even when I declared that day “I 

think that on trinity I check only 2 out of 3, God (ok), 

Holy Spirit (ok), Jesus (still in progress)”. I couldn’t 

wrap my scientific mind around the mystery of 

Jesus’ resurrection. It took years and years to 

humble my pride, to be able to come with acceptable 

answer that wouldn’t hurt my intelligence, to not 

live divided and be able to say that I feel saved by 

Jesus-Christ. My mind and heart have been 

renewed.  

Two years ago, I found that I was a transgender 

woman. This was a shock, a revelation, and a burst 

of joy. I felt the same joy and inner peace, as many 

years ago, when I accepted to believe. Nothing could 

have me better prepared to accept a transition from 

male to female than the transition I had with my 

baptism. By Faith I have a relationship with God, I 

have an identity before Him. By grace, I’m loved as 

I am, accepted as I am. I can be anywhere, without 

fear, as God is near me. Faith would not be at the 

expense of my Transgender experience. But rather a 

solid foundation, that would help me to express 

myself fully, and not be afraid by the fear the others 

could project on me.   

I ask today to be confirmed, to mark another step in 

this incredible journey, acknowledging all these 

transitions I have had since my Baptism. From 

working in IT security to serve as a military 

chaplain, from living poorly a man to live fully as a 

woman, from Perle du Lac to Emmanuel Church. I 

verified: - this means 1,5km in ten years. If you think 

that’s slow, it’s still faster by a factor 18000 

compared to the speed of the continents’ plates on 

the surface of the earth. We know that Faith can lift 

up mountains, but also understand that it outruns it 

as well.  Amen. 

Romain 

Dear Emmanuel Church, Reverend Michael, Deacon 

Richard, Bishop Mark, 

I am writing these few words, to share thoughts and 

feelings about my confirmation, as a Christian, as an 

Episcopalian, happening on Sunday, April 24th. 

I did not expect to open my heart to Christianity, 

Jesus Christ, and the Church, when I entered 

Emmanuel Church two years ago. I do not have a 

Christian upbringing, nor had any recent thoughts 

of becoming one, one day. I got baptized as a 

Catholic at 5 years old, by choice, as I was believing. 

I think I never thought to believe in God, but took 

an adventurous path, from 11 years old and onward, 

reading Greek and Egyptian mythology, 19th 

century occultism, exchanging with free masons 

from the US and France, learning about Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Candomblé etc. I never stop, and still am 

searching, I believe it is a lifelong journey. 
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Reading the Bible, understanding the scriptures, 

observing, and feeling the mass, I came to feel and 

see God through a different lens. I start to grasp the 

universality of Jesus Christ’s message. Now I 

understand the healing power, self-betterment, of 

practicing life as a Christian. Therefore, I am 

delighted to be confirmed, in a Church that I believe 

is living through the universal and loving message 

of Jesus Christ.

 

Emmanuel Youth

This past school year was an exciting one for the 

Emmanuel youth group! The group 

participated in a Confirmation course on 

Sunday mornings which was well-attended 

and sparked a great amount of conversation 

about our Christian faith and how to live a life 

that honors God. We played Jeopardy!, wrote 

our own Creeds (see We Believe…, below), and 

learned more about the Episcopal Church. The 

group was able to attend an awesome weekend 

Confirmation retreat, as well, which 

encouraged time of deep reflection regarding 

the sacrament of Confirmation. The course and 

the retreat resulted in a celebration in April of 

six youth (and four adults) confirming their 

faith in Christ and their commitment to follow 

Him. It will be exciting to walk through the 

journey of faith with these youth over the 

coming months and years! 

Apart from Sunday mornings, the youth have 

been involved in monthly youth worship 

nights with teenagers from around the Geneva 

area. These nights include a time for games, 

music, and discussion, and provide great 

opportunities for connecting with other 

Christian teens. Emmanuel youth have also 

been involved in service projects throughout 

the year, including Samedi du Partage and aid 

for Ukrainian refugees. There have been a 

number of social events with the youth, as well, 

including bowling nights, holiday parties, 

snow days, and barbecues, which have allowed 

everyone to get to know one another a bit better 

in a relaxed environment.  

Emmanuel youth have been busy learning, 

growing, and networking this past year, and 

we are excited for more opportunities to meet 

other youth in the area and grow the 

Emmanuel group this coming school year! 

― Tommy and Meghan Bresson, Youth Leaders
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We believe…  

Pop Quiz: Define the word ‘Church’. 

A) A building 

B) A worship service 

C) A small group of people 

D) A worldwide community 

The answer is, of course, E) All of the above… and then some. The Church, at every level, is 

united by a set of beliefs, and we codify those beliefs into creeds.  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

I bet, in your head, you’re already reciting the next line: We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ…  

The Nicene Creed is featured in almost every Eucharist; we’ve recited it so many times over 

the course of our lives that a lot of us know it by heart. And that’s how it should be; the 

Nicene Creed and its counterpart the Apostles’ Creed, used during baptism and the daily 

offices, are clear, foundational statements of our core belief as Christians.  

In preparation for Confirmation, the Emmanuel Youth Group had a chance to discuss the 

Creeds that we use in the Episcopal Church, compare and contrast them with creeds used 

in other traditions, and then, as homework, write their own creeds to articulate their own 

belief and relationship with God. Here is one example:  

I believe in God, who created everything – that which we see and that which we don’t. 

He is vast and steadfast; He offers power and protection; He inspires awe and 

embraces each one of us individually. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man. He lived for us and lives 

with us. He was killed for us and died for us, as a sacrifice for our sins. He rose again, 

conquering death, and then kept on rising into Heaven. He will return to reassert his 

kingdom on earth. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, intensely present, around us and in us and in others. It 

unites us as a Church and family and animates us to do God’s will. It fills us with hope 

and strength and the power of God, and is dynamic and living and real. Amen.  

The entire group participated and read their creeds out loud to each other. We found this 

to be a meaningful and thought-provoking exercise, and we encourage everyone in the 

congregation to try their hand at writing their own creeds! ―Megan Meyer
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My pilgrimage to the Holy Land

As part of my time this year in the Young Adult 

Service Corps of The Episcopal Church, one of 

my goals has been to grow spiritually, whether 

that be through involving myself in various 

aspects of the Episcopal community, 

participating in ecumenical events, or seeking 

out interfaith opportunities. 

I was lucky enough to find myself as part of an 

experience that fit in all three of these categories 

by joining the Church of England’s Ministry 

Experience Scheme (MES) Interns on a 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land earlier this 

summer. There were around 10 interns on the 

trip, and we were led by 

Dr. Clare Amos, 

formerly of the World 

Council of Churches in 

Geneva. We were also 

joined by Father 

William Gulliford 

(Director of Ordinands 

for the MES), Bishop 

David Hamid (Diocese 

in Europe, CofE), and 

Rev. Carolyn Cooke 

from La Côte, the 

Anglican Chaplaincy 

down the lake.  

Our cohort spent eight 

days traveling around 

Jerusalem and the 

surrounding areas, 

going on a (mostly) 

chronological journey 

throughout Jesus’ life on Earth. We started in 

Bethlehem, went to Nazareth, then Galilee, 

Jericho, and finally back to Jerusalem. Not only 

did we see many Anglican churches, but we 

also got to see Greek Orthodox, Greek Catholic, 

Syrian, Coptic, Ethiopian, and Armenian 

churches—and even got to meet with His Most 

Holy Beatitude Theophilos III, the Greek 

Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem (whose next 

meeting of the day would be with U.S. 

President Joe Biden!)  

The pilgrimage also allowed for some 

enlightening interfaith experiences. We 

attended the Sabbath service at Kehillat 

Yedidya Synagogue in Jerusalem, and beheld 

joyful celebrations of Eid al-Adha in the 

Muslim communities around us. These 

experiences were some of the most meaningful 

to me—I learned quite a bit about both Judaism 

and Islam, and how both religions relate to and 

differ from Christianity. Everyone we 

interacted with or spoke to throughout our trip, 

regardless of nationality or religion, was 

incredibly welcoming and happy to share their 

experiences living in 

the Holy Land with us, 

which was a true 

privilege.  

Other highlights from 

our trip included 

having an outdoor 

Eucharist at the Sea of 

Galilee (followed by a 

very refreshing swim!), 

a jarring and impactful 

visit to Yad Vashem, the 

World Holocaust 

Memorial Center in 

Jerusalem, and a 

beautiful confirmation 

service at Abu Ghosh 

for three of the interns.  

For the eight days we 

were in the Holy Land, 

I woke up and went to 

sleep every night with a sense of awe that my 

feet were touching so many of the same spots 

that Jesus’ feet had touched so many years ago. 

I feel I gained a new, deeper understanding of 

some of the most deeply engrained biblical 

stories in me, ones I had first learned in the 

early years of Sunday School. If you’ve ever 

considered going on a Holy Land Pilgrimage, I 

can’t recommend it enough-- although, maybe 

aim for the winter months. It was about 40 

degrees the entire time we were there! 

― Miranda Wilson, YASCer
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General Convention

The General Convention (GC) of The Episcopal 

Church generally takes place every three years. 

The 80th was delayed for one year, due to 

Covid. Eventually, it met this July, for a shorter 

period than usual and with strict protocol to 

keep Covid-19 at bay. The legislative 

committees, which normally do almost all of 

their work just before and during GC, began 

meeting early this year to review resolutions 

and hold hearings on zoom. This spread out the 

work and had the added advantage of allowing 

testimony from a number of people who would 

never manage to get to GC. The legislative 

committees of GC take up the work often 

prepared by interim bodies; thus, the process 

never stops. One of those is the Standing 

Commission on World Mission, on which 

Helena Mbele-Mbong served and which 

submitted a number of resolutions concerning 

world mission and the life of dioceses and the 

Convocation outside the United States. 

A clergy deputy’s report 

This was my eighth time as a deputy from the 

Convocation to the General Convention of The 

Episcopal Church. This entitled me to the 

committee assignment of my choosing (Prayer 

Book, Liturgy and Music) and a rather garish 

yellow ribbon attached to my badge 

proclaiming: SENIOR DEPUTY. In reality, this 

is so that new deputies – and there 

were an unprecedented number of 

them at this GC – know to whom they 

can address questions. And indeed, no 

sooner had I slipped on my badge at 

registration than I was approached by 

a scared-looking young woman 

looking for the iPad allocated to each 

deputy for electronic voting. That 

proved an easy question to field since 

we were standing right in front of the 

technical desk where I had just picked 

up my own iPad. 

General Convention is made up of two 

legislative chambers, the House of 

Deputies (roughly 800 lay and clergy 

members) and the much smaller 

House of Bishops. This GC was like no other 

that I had ever attended. Postponed from last 

year owing to Covid, it was only four days 

long, half the usual length. While almost all of 

the committee work had been done in advance 

on line, we deputies still had to meet morning, 

noon and night to debate and vote on the bills 

that had come to us. Large gatherings were 

discouraged, and in any case, there was 

relatively little time for the usual fellowship. 

These mitigation measures did have their 

effect: only 26 new cases of the virus were 

reported during the week among the 1,000 plus 

persons on site. 

Another unusual feature of this Convention 

was the almost complete lack of contention that 

has marked past gatherings on such hot-button 

issues as the ordination of women or gay 

clergy, liturgical revision and marriage 

equality. Those all now appear to be regarded 

by the overwhelming majority of Episcopalians 

as settled matters.  

Even the question of amending the Book of 

Common Prayer, the mere mention of which is 

enough to set off alarm bells, was not a cause 

for debate. Clearly, it is felt that the Church has 

not yet fully lived into the 1979 Prayer Book 

and the 1982 Hymnal, so the matter was 

referred to a task force “for further reflection” – 

Convocation Deputies and Supporters 
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a time-honored Episcopal tradition of deciding 

not to decide. What is certain is that as 

supplemental liturgies and hymnals like 

Enriching Our Worship or Lift Every Voice and 

Sing are updated, they will not be incorporated 

into new editions of existing books and may not 

even be published at all.  The only texts sure to 

remain available in print are the Prayer Book 

and the Hymnal. 

Several Conventions ago, I introduced a bill 

asking the Church to revise the format of its 

forms to make them more non-US friendly. In 

fact, it was so long ago that at the time only 

paper forms were involved. Although 

approved, the resolution was never 

implemented. Now two decades later, we have 

the same issue with respect to on-line 

documents, so it was good to see a new text 

approved. The challenge now comes to ensure 

that the forms are actually modified to handle, 

for instance, European phone numbers and 

postal codes. 

I’m happy to say that GC is, at long last, giving 

increased attention to the voices of those 

outside the continental United States. There is 

interpretation into Spanish and Kreyòl (Haitian 

Creole), Haiti being the largest diocese in The 

Episcopal Church. With Helena’s kind 

assistance, I was able to insert amendments to 

ensure that the churches outside the US will be 

represented on two new task forces. 

If there was one matter that proved mildly 

controversial, it was the decision to open up the 

Church’s archives so that the whole story can at 

last be told of the mistreatment of Native 

Americans in Episcopal schools in the Upper 

Midwest and the Great Plains states. While, 

thankfully, the cases of abuse of these 

youngsters, removed from their families and 

forced to abandon their own language, religion, 

dress and culture, is not of the same proportion 

as those of First Nation children in Canadian 

Roman Catholic schools, the true account of 

their suffering – many ran away or even 

committed suicide – needs to be told, and told 

now, so that Native American communities can 

begin to heal. 

Preparations have, of course, already begun for 

the next General Convention, which will be 

held in Louisville, Kentucky, in July 2024. 

While most of us agreed that we found virtual 

committee meetings and hearings – a special 

challenge for those of us in distant time zones – 

a less than ideal way to work, it is highly 

doubtful that The Episcopal Church will ever 

return to a longer format of all in-person, on-

site meetings. As a fellow deputy put it: “Even 

The Episcopal Church has now joined the 21st 

century”. 

― Deacon Richard 

 

A lay deputy’s report 

Overall, it was successful although weird.  Like 

any situation in which change was involved 

there was a lot of talk about “it wasn’t like this 

before”.  True, but neither should it have been. 

We do need to make progress; in this case we 

were forced to make changes to the Rules of 

Order to accommodate what we needed to do.  

Given that we finished at Monday lunchtime, I 

don’t see us going back to the full duration of 

earlier conventions. However, given that 

debate was curtailed, we worked in the 

evenings up to 21:00 or 21:30, and a number of 

resolutions were deferred to the 81st GC in 2024, 

I imagine that we might move to around 6 days.  

Naturally, it would be good to be able to 

worship together (HoD and HoB remained in 

separate pods to minimize potential COVID 

exposure), to have the booths and exhibition 

element, and to have the various gatherings of 

established and self-forming groups. 

In terms of business, there was a strong push on 

racial justice coming from the Presiding 

Officers’ working group on Truth Telling, 

Reckoning and Healing. See, 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022

/07/08/deputies-engage-in-holy-listening-

begin-process-toward-healing-by-passing-

racial-equity-resolutions/ Another major 

theme was recognition of the sin engendered by 

the historical treatment of indigenous peoples, 

including their land, in the US and beyond.  
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There was a fair bit of Prayer Book activity, 

notably an updated calendar of commem-

orations but also some fundamental things 

such as the acceptance of the constitutional 

amendment by which the BCP now “is 

understood to be those liturgical forms and 

other texts authorized by the General 

Convention in accordance with this article and 

the Canons of the Church”, i.e., not just a 

printed book. We also approved 

episcopalcommonprayer.org as the official 

liturgical website of The Episcopal Church.  It 

is required to include a complete list of and 

links to official digital copies and hard copies of 

all liturgies authorized for use, i.e., the totality 

of the Prayer Book, although there was a lot of 

acknowledged concern about there being a 

Wiki-style free for all; appropriate structures 

have been established to prevent this.   

The need to provide translations of various 

materials was prominent in a number of places 

and was well-supported and a resolution was 

passed seeking action on addressing “the anti-

semitic, anti-Jewish or supercessionist impact 

of lectionary readings, especially for Holy 

Week”.  GC seeks a Task Force to look at the 

detail. Arrangements were approved 

sanctioning the commemoration of Bishop 

Barbara Harris as the first woman bishop in the 

Anglican Communion and preparation of 

materials to later add commemoration 

of her life, work and witness to the 

Church Calendar.  Interestingly, GC 

also voted to authorize deletion of 

William Porcher DuBose from Lesser 

Feasts and Fasts.  The explanation to the 

resolution notes that he was “possibly 

the greatest theologian the Episcopal 

Church has ever produced” but also 

that he served as an officer in the 

Confederate Army, his family owned 

204 slaves and that in all of his scholarly 

writings and teaching, there is never a 

mention that he renounced slavery or 

his participation “as a traitor against the 

United States” by serving in the 

Confederate Army. 

With regards to world mission, GC 

endorsed the guiding principles put 

forward as a foundation upon which it 

engages in mission; agreed to the SCWM 

reporting to the 82nd GC on the historical role of 

the Episcopal Church in colonialism through its 

missionary work; under the banner of teaching 

world mission and theological education 

beyond the US, GC supported the urging of 

formation institutions to include world mission 

as a core part of their curriculum; endorsed the 

work of GEMN (Global Episcopal Mission 

Network) and encouraged church bodies 

becoming members. 

On ecumenical relations, GC endorsed the full 

communion relationship with the Church of 

Sweden. However, the HoB decided effectively 

to defer action on the matter of agreement of the 

outcome of the dialogue with the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church and moving forward to a full 

communion relationship between the two 

churches. The view was taken in the HoB that it 

would be better to allow more time for 

discussion than push forward and fail; this 

matter will be considered again in 2024. 

In terms of things that have a particular bearing 

on us in Europe, the resolution on creating a 

task force on translation and interpretation was 

passed by both Houses.  Beyond that, our very 

own Richard put forward two Floor 

Amendments to ensure that resolutions that 

An enjoyable time together, with the Bishop 
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established task forces (on the state of 

membership of the Episcopal Church and to 

study congregational vitality indicators) were 

amended with the text “including at least one 

member from outside the United States of 

America.”  Both passed with I think unanimous 

support. 

Before going on too long, I’ll wrap up with 

highlighting that we elected a new President of 

the HoD, Julia Ayala Harris, a person of color 

and self-described Latina.  We also elected a 

new Vice-President, Rachel Taber-Hamilton, 

who is Shackan First Nation.  Both are firsts. 

Naturally, we also celebrated the service given 

by Rev. Gay Jennings as PHoD and that given 

by 1-time deputy the Hon Bryon Rushing as 

VPHoD. The House expressed its immense 

gratitude and was unanimous in offering 

thanks by standing ovation. 

― David Case, Convocation Lay Deputy and 

member of Ascension, Munich  

 

The art of our words 

Inspired and led by Kathleen Koch, a group met weekly during Lent to express their thoughts through 

art. 

 

OUTGOING PRESIDENT, GAY CLARK JENNINGS … 
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Lessons from stained-glass windows

One of the windows the 

congregation probably 

knows the least is the one I 

know the best: the window 

next to the organ, opposite 

the choir. 

It depicts the risen Christ 

appearing before the people, 

with a line from the 

Beatitudes: “Happy are the 

meek-hearted for they will 

inherit the Kingdom of 

Heaven”. 

I generally identify the most 

with the man facing toward 

us with his back to Jesus in 

deep contemplation. Not 

because I doubt, but because 

I find that this faith of ours 

raises lots of questions and 

challenges and I am 

constantly seeking to 

understand what all it means, 

what all Jesus was – is – 

saying to us and calling us to 

do. The rules are not clear-cut 

(and have often been 

obfuscated by the church). 

One Sunday, when Nady, our 

grandson, was about 4 years 

old, he climbed into my lap as 

was his custom when 

returning from Sunday 

School. I have no idea what 

Nicholas preached on that 

day, for I had my own lesson. 

Gazing intently at the window, Nady said, 

“Look, there’s God telling the people that 

Christ has risen and they are astonished.” (His 

words, not mine.) After some consideration I 

ventured, “Or perhaps it’s Jesus talking to the 

people.” 

He studied the window for 

some minutes, then said, 

“No. He’s much larger than 

the people. It’s God, telling 

them Jesus is risen and they 

are astonished.”  

Then he turned his attention 

to the window behind us. 

“She’s carrying a tall cross.”  

“Yes, I said, he’s walking in 

faith.”  

“Then she can walk on 

water.” 

“Well, … perhaps, but, …” 

But he would brook no 

hesitation: “If she’s walking 

in faith, she can walk on 

water.” 

You know what they must 

have been talking about in 

Sunday school recently. 

And the “she” is probably 

the long hair, which for him 

at the time meant a woman. 

And why not? 

Ever since, these windows 

say much more to me than 

the mere image the artists 

were conveying. Which is 

what they’re supposed to 

do, actually. 

Resurrection. 

Faith. 

They’re both being challenged these days – and 

they’re both being strengthened.  

― Helena Mbele-Mbong
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More Art of our Words 
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