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The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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Family Eucharist & Agape 

Gathered and Livestreamed 

 
Nativity, Erland Sibuea, 2008 (Indonesia) 
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Prelude     Antioch       M. B. Bennett 
 

Opening Hymn    Go, tell it on the mountain          H.99 

 
 
 

 



3 

Welcome  

Confession of Sin  

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: 
‘You shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.’ 
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 
through Jesus the Savior of the world. 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  

The Collect  

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: 
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence 
behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lighting of the Christmas Candle  
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Gloria   Angels we have heard on high Hymn 96  
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The Lessons  

Old Testament Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

on them light has shined. 
For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn    It came upon a midnight clear    H. 89
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The Gospel    Luke 2:1-14 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Puppet Show   Joy to the world                 H.100 

 
 
The Peace  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
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and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Sentence  

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips 
that acknowledge his Name. 

Offertory Music   Mary did you know?            M. Lowry & B. Greene 
                Soloist: Shauna Beesley 
Doxology                                       Please Stand 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

The Agape Prayer 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine and 
bring forth food from the earth; bless this wine, bread, and fruit that we now share in our 
homes and gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory 
and power for ever and ever. Amen.  

A period of silence is kept. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People.      And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People.       We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your Only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of 
the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we 
might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human life, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us 
to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night before he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your everlasting kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Silence 

The Deacon leads in the Lord’s Prayer.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept.  
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on  
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

During the administration of Holy Communion music will be played. Please follow the directions of the 
ushers: as regards the wine, there are 3 options: 1) to receive the Chalice from the Eucharistic Minister; 
2) to take a small glass which contains red alcoholic wine; 3) to take a small glass which contains white 
non-alcoholic wine. Please return the glass to the empty receptacle on the credence table on the pulpit side 
of the church. Thank you. 

Communion Music                      Koppången                 Swedish Carol 
 
Lighting of Candles                      Away in a manger                  H.101 
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Lighting of Candles                      Silent Night                   H.111 

 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
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Celebrant and people 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring 
us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to 
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Announcements 

The Blessing  

Christ the sun of righteousness sing upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and 
make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you now and always. Amen.  
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Recessional Hymn                        Hark! The herald angels sing      H.87 

 

Let us go forth into the world, Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Postlude                                   Go, tell it on the mountain                              A.D. Miller 
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Today’s Ministers: 
Celebrant   The Rev. Michael Rusk Gospeller     The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole 
Director of Music      Shauna Beesley Reader     André Dinbergs 
Eucharistic Minister  Evelyne Römer  Ushers      Torsten & Maureen Bartsch 
Altar Guild                Evelyne Römer  

 
Prayer List: This week, we are praying for Achille, Agnes and her family, Bob, Clair, Cyrus, 
Delia and Max, Ennis, Ernest, Georges and Susan, Helen, Hélène, Jo, Julien, Laura and Jon, 
Lilian, Marcel, Marguerite and Don, Marie-Noelle, Mary and her family, Meredith, Milki, 
Patricia, Paul, Ricardo, Rose, Rosemary and her family, Terry, and Yan and Jacqueline. 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Geneva 
 

 Welcome to Emmanuel! 

Whether you are a visitor or seeking a home church in Geneva, the 
Emmanuel community welcomes you. Whoever you are, wherever you find 

yourself on the journey of faith, we hope you will find a home here.  

 
Vestry 

Term ending 2023 
Sroda Bédarida, Senior Warden 
Romain Lautel 
Robinah Najjemba-Were 

Term ending 2024 
André Dinbergs, Treasurer 
Lesley Lawson-Botez 
Vicky Maltby 
Evelyne Romer, People’s Warden 
 

Term ending 2025 
Duncan Campbell 
Rosalind Cutler 
Brad Dewey 
Megan Preston Meyer 
Bob White, Secretary 

 

   The Rev. Michael Rusk Rector  – 078 717 7509 
   The Rev. Richard Cole Deacon  – 079 584 1930 
   Shauna Beesley Music Director 
   Miranda Wilson Communications – 078 241 7210 
   Patricia (Patty) Solomon Evangelist – 078 203 9556 

3 rue de Monthoux, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel.: + 41 (0) 22 732 80 78  –  Fax: + 41 (0) 22 738 46 37 

Website: www.emmanuelchurch.ch  –  E-mail: office@emmanuelchurch.ch 

Bank details: 
Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel, Banque Cantonal de Genève, Genève 1211 Genève 2 

Swiss Franc account: IBAN CH93 0078 8000 0506 1287 7 
Euro account: IBAN: CH39 0078 8000 0507 1017 0 
BIC/SWIFT: BCGECHGGXXX (for both accounts) 

mailto:office@emmanuelchurch.ch
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