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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, 28th April 2024, 10:30 
 

A Service of Morning Prayer   
Online and Gathered Service 

 
Edward Burne-Jones, Philip baptizing the Ethiopian Eunuch 

St. Barnabas Chapel, Norfolk Island, Australia  
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Prelude             Chorale no. 23 J.S. Bach 

 

Opening Hymn   O love, how deep H.448 verses 1,4,5,6 
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Opening Sentence 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Belovèd in Christ, 
Let us praise and worship God who has called us together. 
Let us celebrate God’s majesty, 
and delight in the wonder of God’s love. 
Together we shall confess our sins 
and receive assurance that we are forgiven. 
As the scriptures are read, 
we can allow God’s word to speak to us, 
and ponder its meaning for our lives. 
In our prayers, we give thanks for God’s goodness, 
we pray for others as well as for ourselves, 
and we offer our lives anew in Christ’s service. 

All this we do, because we believe in the presence among us 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, and in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. 

Hear these words of scripture. 
God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth.  (John 4.24) 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,  
and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,  
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
And your glory all the day long. 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Invitatory Canticle Christ our Passover       

(1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22) 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; 
  therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 
  but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 

 
 

     Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
  death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
  but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves as dead to sin, 
  and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
  the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, 
  by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, 
  so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
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Psalm   Psalm 22:24-30 
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 

The First Lesson Acts 8:26-40 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up 
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this:  

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,  
so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him.  
Who can describe his generation?  
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going 
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along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good 
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Canticle  A Song to the Lamb        (Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10,13) 

Splendor and honor and kingly power 
  are yours by right, O Lord our God, 
For you created everything that is, 
  and by your will they were created and have their being; 
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, 
  for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 
From every family, language, people, and nation, 
  a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, 
  and to Christ the Lamb, 
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, 
  for ever and for evermore. 

 

The Epistle 1 John 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
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Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God 
has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day 
of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who 
say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 
love their brothers and sisters also. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn O thou who camest from above  H.704 
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The Gospel John 15:1-8 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit 
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word 
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon    Rev Michael Rusk 

Profession of Faith 

Deacon:  Let us affirm together our faith in Jesus Christ. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant:  God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, forever and ever. Amen.  

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R.  Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 

V. Look upon your congregation; 
R.  Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 
R.  Never forget the lives of your poor. 

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

The Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Offertory Sentence   
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Walk in love, as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God. 

Offertory Anthem Wade in the water  (Spiritual trad.) 

Concluding collect: 

Holy and ever-living God, 
by your power we are created 
and by your love we are redeemed; 
Guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, 
that we may give ourselves to your service, 
and live each day in love to one another and to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Announcements 

The Grace  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Hymn   What wondrous love is this?  H.439 
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The Dismissal 

Let us go forth into the world, Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Postlude  Chorale no.75 J.S.Bach 

 

This service is taken from Enriching our Worship and the New Zealand Anglican Prayer Book. 
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X   X   X  X   X 

The flowers are generously given by Mary Masejje to thank God for the gift of life.  
Mary writes: “I want to pray for my brothers, 6 of whom died. As a family we were 11 
boys and girls. Unfortunately all the boys have died. Sometimes it is hard for me because 
they left children. I want to pray to God to give me strength and to do what I can for my 
family.” 

Today’s Ministers: 

 Minister & Preacher The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole  
 Organist  Raphaël Meeyeritz 
 Intercessor  John Vanore  
 Reader  Bonnie Fatio  
 Ushers  Peter & Pamela Cloutier 
 Video technician   Innocent Urassa 

Prayer List: This week, we are praying for Alice, Alphonse, Anne, Barbara Chong, Bob, 
Brad and Marietta, Erik, Eva, Griffiths, Julia, Julien, Ki-Soo, Khristina, Marguerite, Mary, 
Mary and her family, Milki, Patricia, Philip, Rose, Rosemary and her family, Safi and his 
mother,  Sohair, Terry, Tim, Yan and Jacqueline, and Zéli. 

In the Convocation Prayer Cycle, this week we pray for the Santa Maria a Ferrano 
Retreat Center, Specialized Mission; the Rev. Thomas Muller, Director. 

Annual General Meeting: Today’s service will be followed by the AGM. We all to 
remain and participate in this important meeting in the life of our parish. 

You can join the AGM through the following link which will open once the Sunday 
morning service ends. 

Topic: Emmanuel Annual General Meeting 

Time: Apr 28, 2024 11:30 AM Zurich 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87376280390?pwd=U2pKbm02ZUVqSGwybGlLejBEZ3p6
UT09 

Meeting ID: 873 7628 0390 

Passcode: 212480 
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Emmanuel welcomes your donations 

 
 
 

Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel, Banque Cantonal de Genève, Genève 1211 Genève 2, 
Swiss Franc account: IBAN CH93 0078 8000 0506 1287 7 

Euro account: IBAN: CH39 0078 8000 0507 1017 0 
BIC/SWIFT: BCGECHGGXXX (for both accounts) 
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 Welcome to Emmanuel! 
Whether you are a visitor or seeking a home church in Geneva, the 

Emmanuel community welcomes you. Whoever you are, wherever you find 
yourself on the journey of faith, we hope you will find a home here.  

 

Mission Statement 
Living as Emmanuel, God with us, we are called to recognize the presence of God within 

ourselves, in each other, and in the world; to share our spiritual journey; to gather as a 

Eucharistic community to receive God’s grace and to equip one another to be the radiant 

presence of Christ as we go out into the world. 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Geneva 

Vestry 
Term ending 2026 
Tigest Desta 
Nicholas Griffith 
Robert Hamilton 
Julian Troussier 

 

Term ending 2024 
Lesley Lawson-Botez 
Vicky Maltby 
Evelyne Romer 

Term ending 2025 
Duncan Campbell 
Rosalind Cutler 
Brad Dewey 
Megan Preston Meyer 
Bob White 

   

   The Rev. Michael Rusk  Rector  – 078 717 7509 
   The Rev. Richard Cole  Deacon  – 079 584 1930 
    

3 rue de Monthoux, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel.: + 41 (0) 22 732 80 78  –  Fax: + 41 (0) 22 738 46 37 

Website: www.emmanuelchurch.ch  –  E-mail: office@emmanuelchurch.ch 

Bank details: 
Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel, Banque Cantonale de Genève, Genève 1211 Genève 2, 

Swiss Franc account: IBAN CH93 0078 8000 0506 1287 7 
Euro account: IBAN: CH39 0078 8000 0507 1017 0 
BIC/SWIFT: BCGECHGGXXX (for both accounts) 

A Parish of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe 

The Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion 
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I am the true vine. 

Nederlands: Keramiek; Ik ben de ware wijnstok (1959), Prins Willem-Alexanderschool, Tiel 

From Wikimedia Commons 

 


