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ADVENT CONSPIRACY 

When I was teenager, I received an Advent card from a delightful and eccentric aunt which said “Every Year 
the retail industry kidnaps the baby Jesus and holds him for 2 billion dollars ransom”. This proved to be a very 
effective reminder of our need to be mindful of the joy which can be ours if we enter this season with humility 
and love. 

A wonderful, international, movement has sprung up in recent years called the Advent Conpsiracy (for more 
information see  www.adventconspiracy.org). This movement embraces four principles: 

1. Worship Fully:  It starts with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. 
This is the holistic approach God had in mind for 
Christmas. It’s a season where we are called to put 
down our burdens and lift a song up to our God. It’s a 
season where love wins, peace reigns, and a king is 
celebrated with each breath. It’s the party of the year. 
Entering the story of Advent means entering this 
season with an overwhelming passion to worship Jesus 
to the fullest. 

2. Spend less:  Before you think we’re getting all Scrooge 
on you, let us explain what we mean. We like gifts. Our 
kids really like gifts. But consider this: America spends 
an average of $450 billion a year every Christmas. How often have you spent money on Christmas 
presents for no other reason than obligation? How many times have you received a gift out of that same 
obligation? Thanks, but no thanks, right? We’re asking people to consider buying ONE LESS GIFT this 
Christmas. Just one. Sounds insignificant, yet many who have taken this small sacrifice have experienced 
something nothing less than a miracle: They have been more available to celebrate Christ during the 
Advent season. Find time to spend time with the significant people in our lives.   

3. Give More:  God’s gift to us was a relationship built on love. So it’s no wonder why we’re drawn to the 
idea that Christmas should be a time to love our friends and family in the most memorable ways possible. 
Time is the real gift Christmas offers us, and no matter how hard we look, it can’t be found at the mall. 
Time to make a gift that turns into the next family heirloom. Time to write mom a letter. Time to take 
the kids sledding. Time to bake really good cookies and sing really bad Christmas carols. Time to make 
love visible through relational giving. Sounds a lot better than getting a sweater two sizes too big, right? 
Need a few ideas? See www.adventconspiracy.org/story  

4. Love All:  When Jesus loved, He loved in ways never imagined. Though rich, he became poor to love the 
poor, the forgotten, the overlooked and the sick. He played to the margins. By spending less at 
Christmas we have the opportunity to join Him in giving resources to those who need help the most. 
When Advent Conspiracy first began four churches challenged this simple concept to its congregations. 
The result raised more than a half million dollars to aid those in need. One less gift. One unbelievable 
present in the name of Christ. 

I wish you all a Holy Advent and Joyous Christmas. 

Peace, 

John+ 
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THE CHRISTMAS SEASON AT EMMANUEL 

 
Christmas Services 

Alongside our usual worship, Emmanuel Church warmly invites you to join in our Christmas services: 

Sunday, December 5, 10:00 Eucharist Service followed by Tree trimming Party and monthly 
Breaking Bread Together potluck lunch ï   

   after the service in the Grande Salle. ï A time for fellowship among 
Emmanuel parishioners and guests. ï All young at heart, ages 0 to 100 are 
invited to decorate the Christmas Tree and Grande Salle. The children and 
youth will be decorating ornaments to hang on the tree. Please bring finger 
food to share. 

Saturday, December 11,  18:00 Nine Lessons and Carols,  
   followed by mince pies and mulled wine. Childcare available. The offering 

will go toward funding the digging of a well at the Maisha Orphanage in 
Kenya, an orphanage we have been supporting. 

Sunday, December 12,  10h00 Childrenôs Christmas Pageant and Eucharist Service 

Sunday, December 19,  10:00 Eucharist Service 

Friday, December 24,  17:00 Family Christmas Eve Eucharist Service 

 22:30 Midnight Eucharist Service 

Saturday, December 25, 10:00 Christmas Eucharist Service 

Sunday, 26 December 10:00 Feast of St. Stephen Eucharist Service 

 

Sunday School 

It's difficult to believe that it's Advent already!  This past year has flown by!  Our Christmas Pageant Rehearsals 
are going strong.  Below is the schedule for the month of December and the beginning of January:  

Dec. 5th, 10:00 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal upstairs in the Grande-Salle 
 Tree Trimming Party after the service for children from 0-100 

Dec.11th, 9ï12  Saturday Dress Rehearsal for the Pageant, in the Sanctuary.  More information 
will be coming 

Dec.12th, 9:30 Students will meet up in the Grande-Salle for the Christmas Pateant. Last day 
of Sunday School before the Christmas vacation 

Dec.19th NO SUNDAY SCHOOL-- Christmas Vacation 

Dec. 24th, 17:00 Christmas Eve Family Service with Eucharist 

Dec. 26th  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Jan. 2nd  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Jan. 9th  Classes begin again for 2nd. semester  
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Christmas Outreach 

This year we will again be providing gifts to the organization Pro Juventute to be distributed at their annual 
Christmas party for children from low-income families in Geneva. Please ask for a slip following the church 
service or from the office indicating whether to buy for a boy or girl and the age range, so we have a reasonably 
even coverage of the needs. On the other hand, if you don’t get a slip, bring a present of your choice anyway. 

1. The ideal value of each gift is 15 to 20 Swiss francs. 

2. It is best if the gifts are neither very small nor very large, so that the children don’t have reason to eye the 
respective sizes of the packages. 

3. The organization will wrap the gifts (color-coded by gender and age to assist Santa in his work), so we do 
not need to gift-wrap them; if we do, the wrapping will be removed and discarded. 

4. The children at the party are not English-speaking, so any books or games should be in French. 

5. The gifts can be brought to any Sunday service at Emmanuel Church up to December 12th, and put in 
bags at the back of the church.  They can also be brought to the church office at 3, rue de Monthoux, on 
weekdays before December 10th from 8 to 11 a.m., and left with the secretary. 

Inreach at Emmanuel 

The Inreach Committee will once again be distributing baskets to parishioners who are unable to get out to 
the many Christmas festivities. Contributions of non-perishable foods for Christmas enjoyment will be 
graciously accepted up through Sunday, 19 December. Offers to help deliver the baskets also warmly welcomed. 

PEOPLE AT EMMANUEL 

Retchitzkyõs 50th Wedding 

Anniversary Celebration 

In a church surrounded by family and friends, Mr. 
& Mrs. Marcel Retchitzky celebrated their Golden 
wedding anniversary on Saturday, November 20th, 
2010 at Emmanuel. In a moving service, which 
included a homily by Deacon Richard Cole and 
music by the choir, the Retchitzkys renewed their 
marriage vows almost 50 years to the day of their 
wedding on November 19, 1960. The service would 
not have been complete without Miss Jones’ singing. 
She serenaded her husband with a touching 
rendition of  Why did I choose you? A reception 
followed in the Parish Hall. 
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EMMANUEL NEWS 

Psalms for Haiti 

Geneva in solidarity with Haitians as they “move 
forward in hope” 

It started with a deafening drum roll 
“earthquake” and ended in joyful songs of praise. 
“Psalms for Haiti”, held in Geneva’s old town 
cathedral (Protestant) this 30 October, led more 
than 400 people in a meaningful exploration of 
past devastation, present recovery and future hope.  

Instigated by Claudine Haenni-Dale and 
organized by members of Emmanuel and Holy 
Trinity, with the support of the 
Protestant Reformed Church of 
Geneva and the Old Catholics, 
and choral and organ music 
prepared by Shauna Beesley and 
Keith Dale, this event was 
intended to bring all people of 
Geneva together to raise 
awareness of the situation in 
Haiti and to support the 
Episcopal Church of Haiti. 

Speaking of his visit to Haiti 
after the earthquake last January, 
the General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, 
Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit, 
recalled seeing hopeless, “empty 
places” but also hopeful “people 
who cleared away stones and dust”. This hope was 
further attested to by Rev. Canon Ogé Beauvoir, 
Dean of the Episcopal Theological Seminary in 
Port-au-Prince, who told of his fellow compatriots’ 
determination to “stand up and walk” in the face of 
adversity. 

The event raised over 17,000 Swiss Francs to 
help rebuild the Episcopal Church of Haiti’s central 
place of worship and adjacent schools. Beauvoir 
shared that the reconstruction of the cathedral 
complex had become a national symbol of 
resurrection. “Just as the cross is the way to the 
resurrection,” he said, “the rebuilding of the 
cathedral is a symbol of Haiti’s need for spiritual, 

mental and physical reconstruction”. Tveit also 
echoed this sentiment, calling the raising of the 
cathedral “a sign of the cross” and therefore “of life 
to come”. 

While Haiti continues to suffer – not least due 
to the recent outbreak of cholera and the 1.3 
million people that are still living in makeshift 
camps – it is also looking to the future. And just as 
the Episcopal Church of Haiti met and continues 
to meet emergency and recovery needs in the way of 
healthcare, food and shelter, the Church is 
committed to raising “the torch of hope for Haiti” 
through the provision of education and spiritual 

and mental support. “Things 
may look dark, but there is light 
at the end of the tunnel. We see 
light already – through God and 
through you,” said the Haitian 
Canon.  

Tveit and Beauvoir’s 
testimonies were framed by 
spoken and sung psalms set to 
traditional and contemporary 
music (by Arvo Pärt, Howells, 
Monteverdi, Brahms, Berkeley, 
and Bernstein) and dramatically 
performed by the combined 
choirs of Geneva’s Anglican and 
Episcopal churches, led by 
Shauna Beesley, with Keith Dale 

at the organ. A song in Creole added a Haitian 
flavour to the evening’s meditations and prayers. 
Three psalms were also beautifully read, by Jeya 
Wilson, Jean-Claude Humbert, and Nady Chalmers 
who read in Creole. 

The following day, Canon Beauvoir preached at 
Emmanuel and spoke in more detail about the 
work of the Episcopal Church of Haiti during a 
forum following the service. “Our challenge is not 
only to reconstruct but to train and grow stronger 
leadership to run what others have helped rebuild”, 
he said. During the event in the cathedral, Yasmina 
Tippenhauer, Director of the Centre culturel Tierra 
Incógnita I Pou Ayiti, also highlighted the 
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importance of Haitians being leaders in their own 
development. 

It is hoped that these events, organized by 
ARCH, a newly established Swiss charity, will be 
the beginning of a lasting relationship of solidarity 
and sharin For all donations, ARCH’s Swiss postal 
(CP) account is 12-862280-5. The IBAN number is 
CH55 0900 0000 1286 2280 5 and the 
BIC/SWIFT code is POFICHBEXXX.g between 
the Anglican and Episcopal churches of Geneva 
and Haiti. Further donations are always welcome.  

Episcopal Church of Haiti 

The Episcopal Church of Haiti, founded in 
1861, is the largest and fastest-growing diocese of 
The Episcopal Church. 

“Serving the people” has been the focus of the 
Episcopal Church of Haiti since its foundation in 
1861. The Church is the driving force behind much 
of the education and medical care in Haiti. This 
embraces 254 schools, a university, vocational 
colleges, a hospital and numerous clinics. Some of 
these were in Port-au-Prince’s Cathedral complex 
and were almost completely destroyed in the 
earthquake, along with numerous other schools and 
churches.  

The Cathedral’s central place of worship was 
also severely damaged. It was particularly famous for 
its interior murals depicting Bible stories with 
Haitian people, in Haitian contexts. The Cathedral 
complex also included three schools and now 
provides temporary shelter for the homeless.

 

Maisha House 

The word maisha means "life" in Swahili, the 
official language of Kenya. 

The purpose of the Maisha House project is to 
give life, hope, and a future to impoverished 
orphans in Kenya. The first phase focuses on 
making a difference in the lives of children from 
the slums of Nairobi.  Since 2007 Maisha has 
provided a home, food, clothes, the opportunity to 
go to church, and an education to 20 boys and girls 
aged 5 to 14.  Most importantly, Maisha is a family 
where the children are supported and loved. 

The orphanage is located on the 
outskirts of Nairobi. This is a dry 
area which the government does 
not supply with water. It has been 
difficult for the home to operate 
with rationed water that is 
obtained from different sources. 
Thus, the supply of fresh, clean, 
and safe water to the home is a critical necessity.   

Maisha has been working on this project for 
water supply for almost two years. They carried out 
the hydrogeological survey in January 2010 which 
proved that it is possible to provide fresh water to 
the orphanage as there is a river flowing 200 meters 
beneath the place where they will drill the well. 

However, this well comes at a high cost. The 
digging of the borehole, with the addition of the 
pumping and filtering system required and the 
pipes and fixtures, will cost nearly 30,000CHF.  A 
permit to dig has been secured from the 
government, but it expires on March 15th, 2011, 
and the work must be completed by this date. 

The Emmanuel community has been amazingly 
generous in its support of this specific project for 
Maisha. The women's lunch in June raised 
2,500CHF and the Outreach Commission added a 
further 1,000CHF.  My recent appeal for funds to 
help cover the cost of food for the "A Taste of 

Africa" dinner raised nearly 
600CHF-enough to buy all the 
food needed to feed 140 people! 

We have two more upcoming 
opportunities to help Maisha 
reach its goal before the March 
deadline. The Outreach 
Commission has given its 

blessing for the offering from the Lessons and 
Carols service (details below) to be given directly to 
Maisha. Also, Shauna Beesley, Andrew Close, and I 
are organizing a music festival (details also below) to 
be held at Emmanuel to ring in the New Year in 
style, and the proceeds will also benefit the Maisha 
project.  
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I would like to personally acknowledge the 
Emmanuel people for their generosity and their 
spirit of abundant giving.  I am so grateful to be a 
part of this community and this worthy cause.  In 
this season of the recognition of stewardship, you 
all clearly understand what it means to be good 
stewards of God's many gifts. On behalf of Maisha, 
thank you so much!  

Peace, 

 Shannon Keith 

Lessons and Carols Service, Saturday, December 
11th, 18h00, at Emmanuel.  Child care will be 
provided. 

Fête de la Musique at Emmanuel, Saturday, 
January 29th, 14h00 to 21h30.  A series of mini-
concerts by various artists including the Emmanuel 
Church Choir, held continuously throughout the 
day.  A ticket price of 20CHF allows entrance to 
one or all concerts!  Food will be available all day in 
the Petite Salle, and a chile con carne dinner can be 
purchased at the 19h00 break time, graciously 
supplied by our own Miss Jones.  Further details 
will be forthcoming. 

Hope to see you all there! 

 

Thank you 

The Mbele-Mbong/Chalmers family wishes to 
express its profound appreciate and gratitude for 
the outpouring of love and support following the 
death of their daughter/sister/mother, Lisa Anne, 
in the earthquake in Haiti. Your anxious e-mails 
and phone calls, then many more e-mails, phone 
calls and visits following the news, the kind words 
or just hugs when we met all sustained us and kept 
us going. The food brought to the house is the only 
way we ate those first few days. The clothes for 
Nady from your generosity meant that he went 
quite literally from the shirt on his back to having a 
very nice wardrobe indeed. The toys and books also 
kept him occupied. The shopping for clothes and 
other items by a couple of you was an immense help: 
Helena couldn’t have done it then. And Nady was 
quietly overwhelmed when he was given a new bike. 

Many of you have also contributed to a fund for 
Nady, which we are carefully keeping for his future 
education, or for the Lisa Anne Mbele-Mbong 
Scholarship Fund for Haitian orphans; we are 
deeply thankful. Richard, John, Shauna and the 
choir along with Miss Jones, and all of you helped 
make the service for Lisa a deeply moving memorial. 
We have known God’s presence, made manifest 
through the continuing support and care of so 
many.  

Many of you have also suffered losses or other 
hardships recently. We pray that you, too, may 
know that “peace which passeth all understanding.” 

Every week we look at the rose in the garden and 
give thanks for this parish community of loving 
support and care.  

 Samuel, Helena, Leontyne and Nady

 

UTO Everyday 

Thank you everyone for making our 2010 
United Thank Offering Ingathering the best 
Ingathering that Emmanuel has had in the four 
years we’ve participated in the UTO.  We collected 
CHF 2,035.00!  This money, joined with the other 
parishes in the Convocation, Province II and then 
the Episcopal Church as a whole will go a long way 
to help women and children throughout the world.  

The UTO isn’t just for the six weeks that we have 
the drive and Ingathering, but for the entire year as 
there are many times we have things that we are 
thankful for and can drop a few coins into a box.  If 
you are interested in making the UTO a yearlong 
commitment as I do, please see me 
for a blue box. 

And remember, “From little 
acorns grow mighty oaks.” 
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KRISTI’S KORNER 

òAll Night, All Day, Angels watching 

over me my Lordó 

Sometimes, something happens to you that amazes 
you about God’s wonderful world.  It can either be 
right in front of you like a beautiful sunset or it can 
be hidden and you have to look for it.  

A few weeks ago my husband was doing his normal 
Saturday morning raking when he felt that 
someone was watching him.  He looked all around, 
but he couldn’t see anything until he looked up.  In 
one of our birch trees sat a young Long Eared Owl 
(Le Grand Duc in French).  We knew we had a 
family of Grand Ducs in the woods behind us as we 

would occasionally hear them at night, but this was 
the first time one had come this close to our house, 
especially during the day.  AS my husband raked, 
the owl watched, turning its head, keeping watch as 
my husband continued raking. 

The next day there were two owls in the birch tree.  
I wonder if they stopped by just to say “Bonjour” 
before they went on their way.  We haven’t seen 
them since that day, but sometimes at night we still 
hear them. 

We may never see the owl again, but we know that 
it is around, watching us. Just as we know that, 
although we don’t see God, we know that He is 
watching over us, night and day.   

YOUTH 

 

 

 

 

Where?  17-19 rue de la Servette (2e étage) 
Forwhom? Anyone 13 – 18 years 

Time ?   18h – 20h 

For whom? Anyone 13–18 years 

What? Food, fun, fellowship, discussion, 
confirmation class 

When?   Every other Saturday (except school 
holidays) 

Contact person   Patty Solomon 

E-mail  youth@emmanuel.ch 

 

 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Ignatian Way Retreat: 

Order oneôs life without being influenced by 
ungodly desires 

Led by Père Louis Christiaens 

Date: Saturday, 4 December 

Venue: Institut Œcuménique – Château de Bossey 

Start time: Meet at 09h00 to start promptly at 
09h30 

Cost for the day : CHF 45 including lunch to be 
paid on registration at the Bossey Institut 

Please bring: Bible and writing pad/ballpen 

To register or to obtain more information, please 
contact Yvonne Milosevic ymilosevic@bluewin.ch  

mailto:youth@emmanuel.ch
mailto:ymilosevic@bluewin.ch
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A SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

Water and the Spirit 

òAs the deer longs for the water-brooks, so longs my soul for you, O God.  My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the 

living God; when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?ó  Psalm 42:1-2 

When:  March 25-27, 2011.  Friday 19:00 until Sunday 14:00 

Where: to Rome, Italy and then on to Palazzola Center (website: www.palazzola.it ) One can travel to Fiumicino 
or Ciampino airports. 

Cost: travel expenses and 120 euros for room and board.  

How thirsty is your soul?  Where is your living God? If these questions resonate with you, come and drink; come 
and be. This retreat offers a peaceful space to rest in God’s presence, and an invitation to journey with others on 
this sacred path. Our lives are so busy and God too often becomes a cry in crisis. The theme will be “Water”. It 
is a mammoth topic and creativity is invited. We know how precious and life giving water is. We are also very 
much aware of the powerful and destructive force water can be. Come and present yourself to God in loving 
expectation and longing. God is waiting for you with open arms.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Clair+ at: crullmann2001@yahoo.com or +43 646720107 for a conversation. 

The Rev. Clair F. Ullmann will be our leader this year.  Many of you know Clair+ through her activities in the 
Convocation.  Clair+ has been a spiritual director since 1989.  She studied spiritual direction at the Shalem 
Institute in Bethesda, Maryland and belongs to Spiritual Directors International as well as Spiritual Directors 
Europe. She is an experienced retreat leader.   Clair serves as an assisting priest at Church of the Ascension, 
Munich, Germany and as Vicar of the Chapel of the Holy Family in Mühlbach am Hochkönig, Austria.   

Your sister in Christ, 

Clair+ 

 

 

 

 
òTake delight in the Lord and he shall give you your heartõs desireó 

 Psalm 37.4 

Sponsored: by the Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon with The Commission for the Ministry of the Baptized (COMB) 
 Contact for registration forms and details:  The Rev. Clair and Rainer Ullmann,  

Email: crullmann2001@yahoo.com  Tel: 0043 6467 20 107 
 

We at Emmanuel Church are part of the gathered people of God committed to sharing Jesus Christ's 

love through celebration and works in our community and in the world.  

Emmanuel Church Info in a Nutshell

3, rue de Monthoux  1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel: 022 732 80 78  Fax: 022 738 46 37 
office@emmanuelchurch.ch www.emmanuelchurch.ch 
Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel, Credit Suisse – 
Genève Cornavin, 1201 Genève:  
IBAN CH80 0483 5019 3695 6000 0 
 

The Rev. John Beach, Rector 
The Rev. Richard Cole, Deacon 
Shauna Beesley, Organist and Choir Director 
Kristi Strzyzewski, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Patty Solomon, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Cathy McNerney, Administrative Assistant 

A member of the Convocation of American Episcopal Churches in Europe 

and a member of the Anglican Communion 

http://www.palazzola.it/
mailto:crullmann2001@yahoo.com
http://www.emmanuelchurch.ch/

